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Elfshot

for Adin
Paul Richards
Instrumentation:
2 Flutes (2. Piccolo)
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in A
Bassoon

Contra-bassoon
2 Horns in F

2 Trumpets
Trombone

Bass Trombone
Timpani

2 Percussion
Strings

Program note:

Prior to the advent of modern archaeology, European farmers
encountering Stone Age flint arrowheads in their fields occasionally
referred to them as “elfshot”, imagining the tips of pixie arrows. I
have often been fascinated by efforts to explain the unknown through
fantasy even as the attempt to fit anomalies into our set view of the
world mutes rational investigation. While admiring science, a cold,
purely realistic viewpoint can be incomplete in its dismissal of the
whimsy and wonder, and even the deeper truths that can be found in
folktale and myth.

This piece presents two contrasting treatments of the same
material: one fanciful and ethereal, harkening back to romantic
depictions of sprightly fantasy; the other gritty, rugged, and perhaps
primitive. As these conflicting interpretations wrestle for dominance,
their differences fade and their similarities become more apparent,
aiming toward a synthesis of reality and imagination, of magic and
science.

Duration: 11'30”
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