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Instrumentation 
Piccolo 
2 Flute 
2 Oboe 
2 Clarinets in Bb 
2 Bassoon (Contrabassoon) 
4 Horn 
2 Trumpet in C 
2 Trombone 
Bass Trombone 
Tuba 
Timpani 
3 Percussion 
Harp 
Strings 
 
Duration: 6 minutes 
 
Program Note: 
Ecce Cecilia was commissioned in 2010 by The Southwest Florida 
Symphony Orchestra and Chorus, Michael Hall, conductor, in 
celebration of their 50th anniversary season.  With an appeal to 
music’s traditional intercessor, dark sentiments are overcome by the 
curative and revitalizing powers of song. 
 

Cecilia, Behold!  My heart is heavy. 
I weep copious tears of blood as sorrow grips my fragile soul. 
Banish the primal demons that stalk me in the night 
and bring me closer to eternity each day. 
 
What angels are we, dancing with the celestial beings 
who haunt the dark recesses of our hearts. 
The joys of Paradise dwell within our earthly eyes, which 
enjoy eternal slumber, dreaming dreams of blessed treasures. 
 
Cecilia, summon the goodness of our hearts 
that we may enjoy the fruits of heavenly bliss in our earthly hovels. 
Bring peace to the tired, the frightened, and the angry. 
 
Blessed are the children of the Earth, 
for they alone hear the voice of God 
in the pureness of their hearts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cover art by Laura Richards 
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Ecce Cecilia
commissioned by the Southwest Florida Symphony Orchestra and Chorus

in celebration of their 50th anniversary
music by PAUL RICHARDS

text by RACHEL COX
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© 2010 Paul Richards.  All rights reserved.
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